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THE CENTRAL FOUNTAIN 



THE PALAI5-R0YAL 



I. 

THE "PALAIS-ROYAL" is one of the most famous palaces 
of the world. Since its construction by Richelieu in 
1624-43 from the plans of the architect Jacques le Mercier, it 
has been connected with the history of the French monarchy. 
Before it was completed even (June ist, i636) Richelieu pre- 
sented it to the King with the idea doubtless of smoothing 
the susceptibilities which the construction of such a palace, 




FACADE SHOWING MOTIVES 



facing the Louvre, 
would be likely to 
create. It was occu- 
pied by Anne of 
Austria and Maza- 
rin during the child- 
hood of Louis XIV; 
in 1660 it became 
one of the resid- 
ences of Philippe 
of France, Duke of 
Orleans, brother of 
the King, and in 
1692 was settled 
upon the King. 



About 1780 the palace was inhabited by the Due de 
Chartres, who is known in history under the name of Phi- 
lippe-Egalite. Together with his wife, the daughter of the 
Due de Penthievre, he made of the palace one of the most 
brilliant salons of the eighteenth century. "One met there 
the representatives of a strange sort of fashionable set, com- 
posed of men and women who posed as the guardians of 
the ancient traditions in taste, etiquette and even morals, 
which they claimed to have perfected. They made themselves 
the supreme judges of social convention, and they alone 
were ' good Society '. Bad form, or the connection with any 
scandal, involved exclusion from this society which did not 
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[THE ARCADES OF THE PALAIS ROYAL 




however exact from its members a blameless life or superior 
merit. It admitted indiscriminately those of free-thinking ten- 
dencies, as well as the pious; prudes, as well as women of 
dubious character. Two conditions alone were imposed: 'good 
form ' and aristocratic manners, acquired in society either by 
virtue of rank, birth, a position at court, social ostentation 
or by wit and personal attraction "(i). The Due de Chartres 
introduced English manners into this circle and organised in 
the rooms of the second floor a Natural History Museum par- 
ticularly notable for its mineralogical specimens. He also 
commissioned the Perier Brothers, celebrated engineers of the 
time, to erect models, constructed to scale, of machines em- 
ployed in various 
industries. The ma- 
jority of these mod- 
els are now to be 
found in the Con- 
servatoire des Arts 
et Metiers. "This 
prince had a prac- 
tical and inventive 
side to his nature : 

(i) " Memoirs " of 
Mme de Genlis. Quoted 
in " Le Palais-Royal, 
d'apres des documents 
inedits, " by Victor Cham- 
pier and G. Roger Sandoz. 
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something of the 
modern and Am- 
erican "(i). He in- 
duced his father to 
transfer the palace 
to him hy gift and 
then (1750) set about 
realising the plan 
which he had draw-n 
up with the econ- 
omist Baudeau. By 
Letters Patent of 
June 17th, 1781, the 
King authorised him 
to set aside "two 



thousand square toi- 
ses of the periphery of the Palais-Royal garden. " 

This was the origin of the quadrilateral covered arcades 
which to-day constitute that part of the Palais-Royal belonging 
to private individuals. 

II. 

The Due de Chartres described his great plan in a pam- 
phlet published in 1781, entitled: "Un Expose des Change- 
ments a faire au Palais-Royal." He sketched the streets 
which were to be constructed parallel to the Rue Richelieu, 
the Rue des Bons-Enfants, and the Rue des Petits-Champs. 



(i) Le Palais-Royal, as cited, vol. i, p. 411. 



These new streets were to be bordered, on the garden side, 
by houses having uniform frontages and internal arrangements 
according to the taste of the respective owners. The houses 
occupied a strip of land about fourteen yards wide along the 
sides and about twenty two yards at the ends, which made 
the garden 290 yards long and io5 yards wide. These houses 
had an arcade or verandah running on the garden side under 
a portion of the first floor. These covered arcades were open 
to the public at all times of the year. They were about 
twelve feet wide and the height of the first story, the outer 
supports being 188 arches. The garden comprised two avenues 
arid was bordered of course by the collonade of the palace 
and by the houses 
with their uniform, 
frontages. It com- 
municated with the 
covered promenade, 
which was spacious'" ' 
and magnificent and 
lighted ■ r until two 
o'clock in the morn- 
ing by 188 lamps 
suspended from the 
centre of the arches. 
The garden thus fur- 
nished a spectacle 
and a promenade for 
all seasons and all 
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hours, of a beauty 
which was unique in 
Paris at the time. 

The plans finally 
adopted, of which 
we produce the fac- 
simile, were drawn 
up by the architect 
Louis who had just 
designed the Bor- 
deaux Theatre. The 
work on the arcades 
was commenced in 
the autumn of 1781. 
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III. 



The talent of the architect is shown in the clearness and 
decision of the conception, and the absence of heaviness in 
the details. "The height of the constructions was admirably 
calculated and the proportions perfect; had the buildings been 
lower, the roofs of the surrounding houses would have been 
visible; had they been higher, the garden of the Palais-Royal 
would have had the air of a cloister or prison. The division 
of the frontages, with their harmony of the pure Louis XVI 
style; the 188 arches with symmetrical curves; the two stories 
and the balustrades hiding the mansards — all this still retains 
to-day its note of majestic and pleasing beauty, "(i) 



Le Palais-Royal, as cited, vol.i, p. 43 1. 



The buildings of the Palais-Royal cost altogether a round 
twelve million livres.(i) The price of the buildings comprised 
between the arches 4 to 177 (acquired from 1787 to 1788 by thirty- 
five landlords) reached io,543,5oo livres, 114 years ago, 
at a time when land was far from having the value which it 
has since attained in Paris. 



IV. 

The Palais-Royal taken altogether constitutes a monu- 
ment which has not its like in the world. It possesses the 
double character of being an imposing palace, destined for sove- 
reigns or great government bodies, and of being at the time same 
freely open to all. 
Its arcades, more 
than six hundred 
yards long, are also 
free to the public, 
and through out the 
whole length are 
lined with shops 
and stores which 
can be combined or 
separated at the 
option of the occu- 



(1) The "livre" at 
that date was about equi- 
valent to a franc. a view in the garden 





pants. The arrange- 
ment of the palace, 
on the upper floors 
as on the ground 
floors, permits of 
this concentration 
or individuaHsation 
according to the 
needs of each case. 
The pubHc has 
the free use of the 
garden, about two 
hundred and fifty 
yards long and 
something over a 
hundred yards wide, and, as one of the photographs which we 
reproduce shows, is crowded when there is music. 

The Palais- Royal has remained the centre of Paris. The 
Southern part, formerly occupied by the Orleans Princes, and, 
under the Empire, by Prince Jerome, is now used by the Conseil 
d'Etat. The Theatre Francais, just as it was constructed by 
Louis, flanks the Western side of the Conseil d'Eiat. In 
the Place du Palais-Royal is the most frequented station of 
the Underground railway and it is bounded by the Louvre 
Museum, the Ministry of Finance, the large Louvre store and 
the Louvre Hotel. 

On the North, the Rue Vivienne connects the Palais- 
Royal directly with the Stock Exchange (about four hundred 
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yards away), and with the Boulevards. On the East there is 
the Bank of France, and a little farther, the Central Post Office, 
the Central Telephone Station, the Labour Exchange and the 
Great Central Markets. On the West it is connected by the 
Avenue de I'Opera with the quarter of that name, and, by the 
Rue de Rivoli, with the Champs-Elysees. 

It is so much the centre of Paris that it is in this quarter 
and in the neighbouring quarter of the second ward that land 
reaches the highest price. According to the " Livre foncier de 
Paris" giving the value of properties on December 3i. 1901, for 
the assessment of the taxes, the value of land in the Palais-Royal 
quarter is valued at gSo frs. per square metre, while the 
average of the whole 
city is only 174 frs. 
The difference is 
thus 756 frs. If we 
take 100 as rep- 
resenting the value 
of land in Paris, that 
in the quarter of 
the Palais-Royal is 
worth 535, which 
proves that it is still 
the favourite bus- 
iness district. 




A SUMMER AFTERNOON. 
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